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Tiger Woods will resume talks about being the 2025 US Ryder Cup captain next week after the 15-time major winner struggles through aches and pains simply to walk 72 holes at the Masters.




Woods said Tuesday he has delayed talks with the PGA of America about being captain next year at Bethpage because he hasn’t lost confidence that he can win another green jacket.




“If everything comes together, I think I can get one more,” Woods said Tuesday after a nine-hole practice round at Augusta National ahead of the 88th Masters.




Woods said he will resume Ryder Cup talks next week with PGA of America chief executive officer Seth Waugh.




“It’s something that Seth and I are going to sit back and talk about after this event,” Woods said. “I said I’m going to be busy for a couple weeks, so let me focus on getting through this week and hopefully getting another jacket, and then we can sit back and talk about it next week.”




The 48-year-old US legend has recovered from right ankle surgery last April that stemmed from a 2021 car crash that caused severe leg injuries.




“I hurt every day,” Woods said. “I ache. I ache every day.”




Nevertheless, Woods made a believer of pal Fred Couples who joined Woods and Justin Thomas in Tuesday’s practice session.




“Can he win here? You know what? Yeah,” Couples said. “Nine holes is only nine holes on a Tuesday, but he never mis-hits a shot.




“His ankle is bad. We know it. But he’s here, he’s going to walk 72 holes, and if he keeps playing like that, he’ll be a factor.”




Woods withdrew after making the cut last year rather than face a rainy last day with extra holes.




“He said his back is doing OK,” Couples said. “He looks strong and he’s excited to play.”




Woods, a five-time Masters champion, won his most recent major title at Augusta National in 2019, that completing an epic comeback from multiple back and knee operations.




Body takes a load











At this stage, Woods is having to spread the stress load from his shotmaking across his surgically repaired body.




“Well, the ankle doesn’t hurt anymore. It’s fused. It’s not going anywhere. So that’s fine. It’s other parts of my body that now have to take the brunt of it,” he said.




“The back, the knee, other parts of the body, have to take the load of it and just the endurance capability of walking a long time and being on my feet for a long time.”




Trying to walk four rounds has been a challenge since Woods did it in 2022 to finish 47th at the Masters in his comeback event over the punishing hilly layout.




With the slopes and slants on offer at Augusta National, every step is a tricky one for Woods.




“As far as my physicality on certain shots, every shot that’s not on a tee box is a challenge,” Woods said.




By making the cut in a 24th consecutive Masters start, Woods would break the record he now shares with Couples and Gary Player.




“It’s consistency, it’s longevity and it’s an understanding of how to play this golf course,” Woods said of his consecutive cuts streak.




“I can still go through the mental Rolodex and bring out a few putts from the ’90s that still move generally in (the right) direction.”




Couples said Woods is after far more than a cut record, hoping to equal the record six Masters wins by 18-time major winner Jack Nicklaus.




“The last thing he’s thinking about is making the cut,” Couples said. “He’s here to win. He’s here to play really hard.”




Woods withdrew from his PGA Tour comeback event at Riviera in February due to illness, but admitted he wasn’t physically ready for the challenge.




“My body wasn’t ready. My game wasn’t ready,” he said, noting how he had hoped to play once a month in 2024.




“Hasn’t worked out that way. But now we have major championships every month from here through July, so now the once a month hopefully kicks in.”




Source: AFP
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A South African court on Tuesday allowed former president Jacob Zuma to run in May’s general elections, overturning a decision by electoral authorities barring him over a previous conviction.




The electoral court ruled in favour of Zuma, 81, who is fronting uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK), a new opposition party that has become a dark horse in the election race.




“The decision of the Electoral Commission… is set aside,” the  court wrote in its ruling seen by AFP.




It did not provide an explanation of how the verdict was reached. 




South Africa is to hold general elections on May 29 in what is expected to be the most competitive vote since the advent of democracy in 1994.




Zuma’s ability to stand for office could prove a key factor.




Banking on his popularity, MK is expected to cut well into the vote share of the already embattled ruling African National Congress (ANC) – the ex-president’s former political home.




This could precipitate the ANC towards its worst result in three decades, seeing it drop below 50 percent of the vote.




Short of a parliamentary majority, it would be forced to seek coalition partners to remain in power.




Successful appeal




The electoral commission had earlier excluded Zuma from the contest, arguing that the constitution bars anyone convicted of an offence and sentenced to more than 12 months’ imprisonment.




Zuma was sentenced to 15 months in jail in June 2021 after refusing to testify to a panel probing financial corruption and cronyism under his presidency.




But his lawyers successfully argued that the provision did not apply to their client.




On Monday, they told the court the sentence did not disqualify the veteran politician as it followed civil rather than criminal proceedings and it had been shortened by a remission.




The ruling comes with the ANC struggling in the polls amid a weak economy and allegations of corruption and mismanagement.




Some opinion polls put MK at above 10 percent nationwide, a share that would make it the third or fourth political force behind the ANC and the liberal Democratic Alliance.




The party is projected to make a particularly strong showing in the battleground region of KwaZulu-Natal — Zuma’s home province.




It largely relies on the considerable political clout still wielded by Zuma, who despite scandals and graft allegations is still popular, particularly among the country’s more than 10 million Zulus.




South Africans will be voting for a new parliament, which in turn will elect the president.




Source: AFP
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A member of a self-defense group, also known as a vigilante, was killed Tuesday morning after an improvised explosive device went off in the Far North Region, according to security and local sources.




Members of the vigilante group were on a routine morning patrol in the Tourou locality of the region when they mistakenly stepped on the device, and it exploded, a member of the group who asked not to be named said.




Army officials in the region confirmed the explosion, noting that troops have been deployed to the area to track down the perpetrators of the deadly incident.




Deadly explosions are common in the region, where the terrorist group Boko Haram has been active since 2014.




The Cameroonian government creates several armed self-defense groups in the region to beef up security and provide government forces with vital intelligence.




Source: Xinhuanet
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Cameroon’s new coach Marc Brys penned a contract on Monday but the Belgian’s appointment by the government remains contentious as the football federation did not attend the signing ceremony.




Brys has been handed a 2-1/2-year contract by Cameroon’s sports ministry but the federation (FECAFOOT) was conspicuous by its absence at the event in Yaounde.




Last week, FECAFOOT criticised the unilateral decision of sports minister Narcisse Mouelle Kombito to appoint the 61-year-old Brys, who has no prior experience as a national team coach and has not previously worked on the African continent.




FECAFOOT president Samuel Eto’o issued a statement on Monday, excusing himself from the unveiling event.




“We thank you for inviting us to the ceremony. Following this, we inform you of the fact that we received the letter two hours before the said ceremony,” wrote Eto’o.




“Unfortunately, we are busy organising the funeral of our late Dad, and for this reason we will not be able to attend presence at the ceremony.”




His father’s funeral is to be held at the weekend.




Eto’o balked at Brys’ appointment and is now in a deepening standoff with the minister.




In Cameroon, the government has long paid the salary of the national team coach and therefore held powerful sway over FECAFOOT’s affairs, even if such state interference is frowned upon by world football’s governing body FIFA.




Any heightened dispute risks a potential ban from international competition for Cameroon, one of the heavyweights of African football.




FECAFOOT held an emergency meeting on Saturday and asked Eto’o to propose an alternative coach for the national team.




Earlier on the weekend, the minister had defended the appointment, saying he had acted in accordance with national and international regulations.




In a letter to FECAFOOT, Kombi said his ministry’s appointment of coaching staff “in no way affects the autonomy of FECAFOOT and does not violate any of the ‘supranational regulations”.




He said FECAFOOT had suggested three candidates to the ministry but their salary demands ranged between 1.5 million euros and 2.5 million euros ($1.63 million and $2.71 million) per year.




“These are excessive amounts never paid to any coach in the history of the Indomitable Lions,” Kombi said.




Source: Reuters
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A war has reportedly broken out between the Cameroonian Football Federation (Fecafoot) and the government itself, following the appointment of Marc Brys as coach of the Indomitable Lions.




In Monday’s edition of French newspaper Le Monde, it was reported that Samuel Eto’o, the president of Fecafoot, presented a list comprising three names to political leaders, who have the final say in the appointment of a new coach.




The coaches on the list were former Super Eagles manager José Peseiro, Frenchman Hervé Renard and 2006 World Cup winner with Italy Fabio Cannavaro.




Eto’o declined to endorse President Paul Biya’s selection, stating that the decision to appoint Belgian Marc Brys as coach falls under his own authority.




Alongside the Belgian coach, several individuals selected to join the management team have notably strained relationships with Eto’o.




Among them are former internationals Alioum Boukar and François Omam-Biyik, who will be part of Marc Brys’ technical staff.




They previously held these positions under the guidance of Portuguese coach Antonio Conceiçao but were dismissed by the president of Fecafoot immediately following the 2021 African Cup of Nations




Eto’o is advocating for the appointment of one of the coaches he has chosen to be the next manager of the Indomitable Lions, with Peseiro, Renard and Cannavaro his top three preferred candidates.




Peseiro would have been paid 1.5 million euros per annum if he had been chosen as coach of the Indomitable Lions.




The Portuguese is currently a free agent after running out of contract with the Nigeria Football Federation at the end of February.




Source: All Nigeria Soccer
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The Minister for Sports and Physical Education has officially installed Marc Brys as head coach of the Indomitable Lions in a move described by some football commentators as counterproductive.




Cameroon Concord News understands that the Cameroon Football Federation (FECAFOOT) reportedly interviewed three other managers ever since Rigobert Song was sacked and Marc Brys was not one of them.




However, Brys is not the only manager that remains in with a chance of gracing the Indomitable Lions managerial hot-seat as a cream of European managers including Italian Football legend Fabio Cannavaro who remains under consideration by FECAFOOT are expected in Yaoundé soonest.




[image: ]



This week promises to be Cameroon football biggest in recent years and the appointment of two different bosses by the Biya regime and the Cameroon Football Federation will set the tone of a deepening crisis.




Like any football nation, Cameroonians, ever since Song was sacked have not been shy to voice their opinions on who they believe should land the role. There have been no shortage of calls for a big and respected name and Brys is not one of them!!




By Rita Akana in Yaounde
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Rudi Voeller extended his contract as sporting director of the German national team until the end of the 2026 World Cup, the German football federation (DFB) announced Monday.




“Rudi Voeller will remain director of the Germany men’s national team until beyond Euro 2024,” wrote the DFB in a statement on its website.




“The 1990 FIFA World Cup winner’s contract has been extended until the end of the next edition in the USA, Canada and Mexico in 2026.”




Voeller has enjoyed a decorated career with the German national team both as a player and a coach, winning the World Cup as a player and finishing runner-up in the 2002 edition as coach.




The 63-year-old took over the role of sporting director in February 2023 — replacing Oliver Bierhoff after Germany’s poor showing at the 2022 World Cup.




“In the past 14 months in this role, I’ve found that this position of great responsibility at the DFB has grown closer and closer to my heart every day,” said Voeller on the DFB’s website.




“What maybe started from a feeling of obligation to Germany, the DFB and the national team has turned into a personal labour of love for me over time.”




According to DFB managing director for sport Andreas Rettig, the federation is hopeful that the extension of Voeller’s contact “will have a positive impression on national team head coach Julian Nagelsmann, who we are also keen to work with on a long-term basis”.




Former Bayern Munich coach Nagelsmann took over the national team in September 2023, after a brief period where Voeller acted as interim coach following the departure of Hansi Flick.




The 36-year-old was Voeller’s preferred candidate to take over as Germany coach and after a difficult start to life in international football, he oversaw impressive friendly wins against France and the Netherlands in March as Euro preparations ramp up.




Nagelsmann’s contract runs until the end of Euro 2024, which will be hosted in Germany from June 14 to July 14.




But recently the German press have linked his name to a return to the Bayern role as the replacement for Thomas Tuchel, who will leave this summer.




Source: AFP
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Former Super Eagles coach Jose Peseiro is one of three coaches, who have been shortlisted to take over the Indomitable Lions of Cameroon.




The other coaches are Herve Renard and Fabio Cannavaro.




This was contained in a memo sent by FECAFOOT to the Cameroonian sports ministry dated March 12, 2024.




It has been reported that Peseiro has demanded for a salary of about 1.5 Million Euros a year (more than 100,000 Euros a month).




Peseiro led the Super Eagles past Cameroon 2-0 in the knockout rounds of the recent AFCON in Cote d’Ivoire.




Cameroon have been embroiled in a controversy over the appointment of a new coach after the Sports Ministry appointed the Belgian Marc Brys to replace Rigobert Song as he is more affordable.




However, the FECAFOOT headed by Samuel Eto’o Fils have since countered this announcement.




The FECAFOOT emergency committee has now ordered Eto’o to name a new coach within 72 hours.




Source: Score Nigeria
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The Cameroon Football Federation (FECAFOOT) said on Saturday it has given its president Samuel Eto’o 72 hours to appoint a new coaching staff for the country’s national men’s football team.




In a statement, FECAFOOT said the decision was taken following a meeting of the body’s Emergency Committee held in the capital Yaoundé.




The meeting came barely two days after FECAFOOT expressed “great surprise” at the appointment of Belgian Marc Brys as head coach of the national men’s football team, calling it regrettable.




On Tuesday, the country’s Minister of Sports and Physical Education, Narcisse Mouelle Kombi said that the new head coach was appointed following “high instructions” of President Paul Biya.




Saturday’s statement said FECAFOOT “was not involved in the procedure leading to the appointment … in disregard of texts”.




Should Eto’o appoint a new coaching staff it will set in a “serious” football management crisis, said football analyst Joseph Mbah.




“It will mean that the country has one team with two different coaching staffs. This will surely deepen crisis in the football management body which is already facing criticisms,” Mbah said.




Brys was appointed to replace Rigobert Song, who had guided Cameroon to the 2022 FIFA World Cup and was dismissed in February following Cameroon’s poor performance in the 2023 Africa Cup of Nations.




Source: Xinhuanet
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Cameroonian Abdoulaye Mouchili has been appointed as the country representative for Ernst & Young (EY) in Cameroon and Chad on April 1. With a rich background of more than 20 years in auditing across four countries, including experience at EY in Canada, Mouchili is described by his peers as a highly experienced professional.




He steps into the role following the interim leadership of Erik Watremez, who was appointed at the end of 2023 amid a dispute between EY Global and its then-Cameroon country director, lawyer Joseph Pagop Noupoué. This internal conflict led Pagop to rename Ernst & Young Cameroon Sarl and ECA Ernst & Young Cameroun S.A. to ECA Tax & Legal and ECA S.A., respectively. Since then, a struggle over the assets of ECA Ernst & Young Cameroun, including its clientele, has ensued between the two factions.




Despite the ongoing legal battle, Mouchili’s appointment as country representative is poised to provide reassurance to both the 120 EY employees in Cameroon and the local clients who have been caught in the crossfire of this dispute. Among them are major companies such as BGFIBank Cameroon, Société Générale Cameroun, MTN Cameroon, Chococam, UBA Cameroon, and the Cameroonian subsidiaries of Globeleq (KPDC and DPDC).




This conflict prompted the Board of Directors of the Bank of Central African States (Beac) to “authorize Ernst & Young Congo to carry out the certification of Beac’s accounts for the 2023 and 2024 fiscal years” instead of EY Cameroon. This was during an extraordinary session on February 29 in Yaoundé.




Source: Business in Cameroon
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